
ORANGE COUNTY 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

Technical Advisory Committee 
 
Meeting Date / Location   
 
Tuesday, February 5, 2013 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Noon 
Orange County Transportation Authority Headquarters 
600 South Main Street 
Orange, California 92863 
 
 
Agenda Item  Staff Page 
 
INTRODUCTIONS (Vice Chair Nate 

Farnsworth, City of 
Rancho Margarita) 

 

    
    
PUBLIC COMMENTS (Vice Chair Farnsworth)  
  

The agenda descriptions are intended to give members of the public a general summary of 
items of business to be transacted or discussed.  The posting of the recommended actions 
does not include what action will be taken.  The Technical Advisory Committee may take any 
action which it deems appropriate on the agenda item and is not limited in any way by the 
notice of the recommended action. 
    

At this time members of the public may address the TAC regarding any items within the subject 
matter jurisdiction, which are not separately listed on this agenda.  Members of the public will have 
an opportunity to speak on agendized items at the time the item is called for discussion.  NO action 
may be taken on items not listed on the agenda unless authorized by law.  Comments shall be 
limited to three minutes per person and an overall time limit of twenty minutes for the Public 
Comments portion of the agenda. 
 
Any person wishing to address the TAC on any matter, whether or not it appears on this agenda, is 
requested to complete a “Request to Speak” form available at the door.  The completed form is to be 
submitted to the TAC Chair prior to an individual being heard.  Whenever possible, lengthy testimony 
should be presented to the TAC in writing and only pertinent points presented orally.  A speaker’s 
comments shall be limited to three minutes. 

     

ADMINISTRATION   
1. OCCOG TAC Meeting Minutes 

 Draft OCCOG TAC minutes for January 8, 2013 
meeting 

(Vice Chair 
Farnsworth) 

1 

    
 Recommended Action:  Approve OCCOG TAC minutes 

of January 8, 2013, as presented or amended 

  

    
    
    
 



 
Agenda Item Staff Page 
   
 

 

 
PRESENTATIONS, DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS, REPORTS   
2. Center for Demographic Research Update 

 

(Deborah Diep, 
Director, Center for 
Demographic 
Research) – 15 
minutes 

9 

    
 Recommended Action:  Receive report.  Discussion.   
    
3. 2016 Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable 

Communities Strategy Subcommittee Update 

 SCAG SCS Subcommittees 

 Consideration of Ad-Hoc Subcommittee to Review 
Draft Consolidation Policy Subcommittee 
Recommendations 

 Plans and Programs Technical Advisory Committee 

(David 
Simpson, 
OCCOG 
Executive 
Director) – 50 
minutes 

10 

    
 Recommended Action:  Receive report.  Discussion.  

Form Ad-Hoc Subcommittee of approximately 5 
members to review the proposed Draft Consolidated 
Policy Subcommittee Recommendations.  The Ad-Hoc 
Subcommittee will provide comments on the proposed 
SCAG SCS Subcommittee recommendations to the 
OCCOG Board of Directors and to the SCAG Plans and 
Programs Technical Advisory Committee.  

  

    

4. Southern California Association of Governments 
and Orange County Council of Governments 
Update 

 February 7, 2013 Regional Council and Policy 
Committee Meetings 

 January 24, 2013 Orange County Council of 
Governments Board of Directors Meeting 

 

(Mr. Simpson) – 25 
minutes 

19 

    
 Recommended Action:  Receive report.  Discussion.     
    
    
5. California Communities Environmental Health 

Screening Tool (CalEnviroScreen Tool) 

(Ms. Diep, Ms. Kori 
Nevarez, City of 
Cypress, and Mr. 
Greg Nord, OCTA) 
– 60 minutes 

20 

    
 
 

Recommended Action:  Receive report.  Discussion.  
Recommend draft comments on the CalEnviroScreen 
Tool that can be forwarded to the Orange County 
Council of Governments Board of Directors and 
distributed to local jurisdictions. 
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REPORT FROM THE VICE CHAIR 
 

REPORT FROM THE OCCOG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
       
MATTERS FROM OCCOG TAC MEMBERS 

 Update from the AQMP Workgroup Meeting of January 29, 2013 – Ms. Carla Walecka 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM OCCOG TAC NON-MEMBERS 
 
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
IMPORTANT DATES OR UPCOMING EVENTS 

 February 7, 2013:  Southern California Association of Governments Regional Council and 
Policy Committee Meetings 

 February 28, 2013:  Orange County Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Adjourn to: March 5, 2013 
  Orange County Transportation Authority Headquarters 
  600 South Main Street 
  Orange, California 92863 
 

 



ORANGE COUNTY  
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
Technical Advisory Committee 

 
 

Draft Action Minutes 
Meeting of January 8, 2013 
 
The OCCOG Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting of January 8, 2013, was called to 
order by Chair Marika Poynter, City of Irvine, at the Orange County Transportation Authority 
Headquarters, 600 South Main Street, Orange, California 92863, at 9:10 a.m.  Attendees were 
invited by the Chair to introduce themselves.  The list of meeting attendees is attached. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
1. OCCOG TAC Meeting Minutes 
 
Ms. Carolyn Mamaradlo contacted Chair Poynter prior to the TAC meeting and requested the 
following change be made to the minutes regarding her update on the Orange County Bike 
Planning Study.  The minutes should be corrected to reflect that work on District 5 will begin in 
mid to late 2013 or early 2014 instead of late 2014 or early 2015.  The OCCOG TAC meeting 
minutes for December 4, 2012 were unanimously approved with the amendment by the TAC as 
moved by Ms. Carla Walecka, Transportation Corridor Agencies, and seconded by Ms. 
Adrienne Gladson, City of Brea.   
 
 
PRESENTATIONS, DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS, REPORTS 
 
2. Center for Demographics Research Update 
 
Ms. Deborah Diep, Director for the Center for Demographic Research, provide an update on 
several issues, including the July-December 2012 Housing Inventory System (HIS) collection, 
the 2012 Government Employment Survey, the 2012 Employers Survey, the U.S. Census 
Bureau 2013 Consolidated Boundary and Annexation Survey (CBAS), and the Draft Orange 
County Projections 2014 and Southern California Association of Governments 2016 Regional 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy Timeline.  Detailed below is information 
on each of the issues discussed.   
 

 HIS:  CDR is collecting housing construction and demolition data for July 1, 2012 
through December 31, 2012 in preparation for the 2014 Orange County Projections.  
Deadline for activity submittal is Friday, January 18, 2013. 

 2012 Government Employee Survey:  CDR is continuing to work with jurisdictions on the 
local, on-site government employment database.   

 2012 Employers Survey:  This survey is for employers with 100 or more employees on 
site.  The survey has been completed and local jurisdictions may request an electronic 
file of employers by address with total employees on site.  Jurisdictions wishing to 
receive this information are required to sign a confidentiality agreement. 
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 U.S. Census Bureau 2013 Consolidated Boundary and Annexation Survey (CBAS):  28 
of 35 jurisdictions have delegated boundary review to CDR.  CDR is using the January 
1, 2013 official County Surveyor jurisdiction boundary file and is coordinating with the 
Orange County LAFCO.  The CBAS deadline for CDR to submit requested changes is 
March 1, 2013. 

 Draft OCP 2014 and SCAG 2016 RTP/SCS Timeline:  The CDR has begun the process 
to update the OCP series.  The next iteration is OCP 2014.  Initial work began in the 
summer of 2012 and base year estimates will be developed and tentatively released to 
the 35 Orange County jurisdictions for review and approval in summer 2013 after the 
Department of Finance and the Employment Development Department benchmark data 
is released in the spring 2013.  These will be the foundation of the 2014 OCP and 2016 
Regional Transportation Plan.  The base year (starting date) for OCP data is July 1, 
2012 and the projection years will be in 5-year increments from 2015 to 2040. 
 

Action: Received and discussed report. 
 
3. 2016 Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy 

Subcommittee Update 
 
Chair Poynter provided the OCCOG TAC with an update on the Southern California Association 
of Governments Sustainable Communities Strategy Subcommittee meetings held to date.  The 
TAC members were provided with a copy of the meeting summary distributed to the SCAG 
Regional Council and Policy Committee members at their meeting on January 3, 2013.  Chair 
Poynter noted that the Sustainability Subcommittee members had a robust discussion on 
several issues including exploring the opportunity to develop region wide parking requirements 
and density requirements.  However, it was noted that the Sustainability Subcommittee did NOT 
have a quorum at their December 11, 2013 meeting.  Chair Poynter indicated that she will 
review the post-meeting recap to make sure it is correctly noted that there was not a quorum at 
the last Sustainability Subcommittee meeting and ensure the meeting minutes are re-approved.  
In regards to the discussed topics of region wide parking requirements and density 
requirements, Chair Poynter shared some of the concerns expressed by the elected officials 
and members of the public.   
 
Ms. Carla Walecka also noted that the Transportation Corridor Agencies is monitoring several of 
the SCAG SCS Subcommittees and is concerned with the discussion of adding in additional 
performance standards and measures.  Ms. Walecka noted that SCAG staff is receiving a lot of 
pressure from advocacy groups, especially groups associated with public health, to add in these 
additional performance standards and measures.  She hopes SCAG staff will continue to 
monitor and will fully evaluate the proposed performance measures before including them in the 
2016 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy.   
 
Ms. Deborah Diep, Center for Demographic Research, added that prior to being disbanded, the 
Subregional Coordinators Group stressed the importance of discussing any new proposed 
performance measures early.  This is a critical discussion that must occur as early as possible 
in the process of developing the 2016 RTP/SCS.  She noted that this further justifies the need 
for a Plans and Programs Technical Advisory Committee (P&P TAC) to be scheduled as soon 
as possible, as many of these proposed new performance measures may be included in 
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recommendations from the SCAG SCS Subcommittees to the SCAG Policy Committees in 
March 2013.  Ms. Diep also noted that SCAG staff announced at the January 3, 2013 Regional 
Council meeting that $3.1 million is going to be cut from the 2013 SCAG budget.     
 
Action: Received and discussed report. 
 
4. California Environmental Protection Agency CalEnviroScreen Tool 
 
Chair Poynter provided the TAC with a brief update on the California Communities 
Environmental Health Screening Tool or CalEnviroScreen Tool developed by the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) that is a subsidiary of the California 
Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA).  The draft screening tool was released in July 
2012 and uses existing environmental, health, and socioeconomic data to create a cumulative 
impacts score for communities across the state.  The tool compares areas of the state against 
other areas and creates a relative ranking that is used to identify communities that are 
disadvantaged.   
 
On December 12, 2012, the Southern California Association of Governments, in cooperation 
with interested stakeholders, held a workshop intended to offer business, local governments, 
and other stakeholders the opportunity to receive relevant information and provide input to Cal 
EPA staff on the draft CalEnviroScreen Tool.  The workshop was well attended with several 
members of the Regional Council, staff from various local jurisdictions and agencies, and other 
stakeholders.  There were two important themes that ran throughout the dialogue: 1) the need 
for greater stakeholder involvement, particularly in Southern California, and 2) concern for need 
for clarification regarding the potential unintended consequences that may arise from use of the 
tool.  Cal EPA staff offered clarification on the intended use of the tool, which is to help the 
impacted communities with potential funding.  Cal EPA staff assured that the use of the tool 
would not subject any project for additional review above and beyond the CEQA requirements.   
 
Chair Poynter invited Ms. Deborah Diep, Center for Demographic Research, and Ms. Kori 
Nevarez, City of Cypress, who also attended the December 12, 2012 workshop to share their 
thoughts and concerns.  Ms. Diep noted that SCAG President Glen Becerra expressed his 
frustration and concern that there was little stakeholder outreach, particularly in Southern 
California.  Ms. Diep also reiterated the comments made by the Cal EPA staff that the 
CalEnviroScreen Tool is not to be used to replace CEQA.  Ms. Nevarez mentioned that one 
positive is that in the post Redevelopment Agency environment, the screening tool can be used 
to identify brownfields that are in need of being cleaned up and funding may be distributed 
based on the ranking system that is an output of the screening tool.   
 
Cal EPA and OEHHA intend to release a revised draft of the CalEnviroScreen Tool later in 
January and SCAG has agreed to schedule another workshop in late January 2013 or early 
February 2013 to continue the dialogue with Cal EPA.   
 
Action: Received and discussed report. 
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5. 2012 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) Update 
 
Ms. Carla Walecka attended the December 7, 2012 South Coast Air Quality Management 
District Governing Board meeting where the 2012 Air Quality Management Plan was approved.  
Ms. Walecka provided the TAC with the details of the approval.  The 2012 AQMP was approved 
unanimously by those members of the Governing Board that were present at the meeting.  The 
2012 AQMP adopted includes the PM 2.5 and early ozone measures.  In total, there are 41 
measures for ozone and PM 2.5 and of those, 23 do not have calculated emission benefits.  The 
District will investigate these control measures further before establishing rules for them.  The 
AQMD Governing Board also removed some portions of the ozone plan that the Ports of Long 
Beach and Los Angeles had expressed concern with.  AQMD agreed to meet with the Ports and 
other interested stakeholders to discuss these issues in February 2013.  Ms. Walecka also 
noted that the Board removed several other controversial measures from the 2012 AQMP, 
including those associated with aerosol sprays where technology no longer exists, and they 
gave concessions to RECLAIM industries as it relates to NOx.  The Governing Board also 
passed a resolution to work with businesses and industry to maintain incentives and provide a 
more robust cooperative work effort with the business community the next time the AQMP is 
due in 2015.  The adopting resolution also included a requirement for more public outreach as it 
relates to wood burning curtailment requirements.  Ms. Walecka added that the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) will be holding a public hearing/meeting at the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District offices in Diamond Bar on January 25, 2013 to discuss approval of 
the 2012 SCAMQD AQMP.  Following approval of the 2012 AQMP, AQMD staff will turn their 
efforts to converting the approved control measures into Rules over the next six month.  Ms. 
Walecka encouraged the TAC members to contact AQMD staff if they wish to be included on a 
mailing list for any or all of the Rules that will be developed this next year.  The Governing 
Board also included a stipulation in the adopting resolution that will require the socio-economic 
report associated with the 2012 AQMP to be evaluated by an outside economist.     
 
Action: Received and discussed report. 
 
6.   Southern California Association of Governments and Orange County Council of 
Governments Update 
 
Chair Poynter provided the TAC with an update on the January 3, 2013 SCAG Regional Council 
and Policy Committee meetings.  Specifically, Chair Poynter shared the latest information from 
the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) on the eligibility of 
jurisdictions to take credit for housing activity during the 5th cycle housing element update that 
was discussed at the Community, Economic and Human Development Committee.  According 
to the December 13, 2012 letter, credit for built housing units towards a housing element is 
applied to the period in which it is reported.  For the 5th cycle housing element, the projection 
period begins on January 1, 2014.  Any built unit reported to the DOF after that date may be 
credited towards the jurisdiction’s 5th cycle housing element update.  Housing units reported to 
the DOF prior to January 1, 2014 cannot be credited towards the 5th cycle housing element.  
Furthermore, any sites that continue to be suitable for development, including sites with units 
approved and permitted, but not developed and reported to DOF in the 4th cycle housing 
element may be counted in the 5th cycle housing element sites inventory and analysis.  This 
information was also shared at the Regional Council.   
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Chair Poynter highlighted several other issues of interest from the January 3, 2013 SCAG 
Regional Council and Policy Committee meetings.  The Regional Council authorized SCAG to 
file an amicus brief along with other interested agencies in support of the San Diego Association 
of Governments (SANDAG) should it appeal the trial court decision in Cleveland National Forest 
Foundation, et al. v. SANDAG, Case No. 2011-001011593.  The Regional Council deferred a 
decision on the proposed pilot program to allow the Transportation Committee the ability to offer 
videoconferencing for its meetings.  The issue was deferred by the Executive/Administrative 
Committee to the Transportation Committee, who then deferred the decision to the Regional 
Council.  After robust discussion at the Regional Council, it was determined that the ultimate 
decision on the matter needed to be made at the Transportation Committee, so it will be 
discussed at the February meeting.  The option to attend via videoconference would only be 
available to non-Regional Council policy committee members and all action items would require 
a roll call vote.  Some of the members of the Regional Council and Transportation Committee 
expressed their concerns with the requirement for a roll call vote and the inability to allow fluid 
discussion with the use of videoconferencing, especially for a committee with as many members 
as the Transportation Committee.  The final significant item discussed was the proposed 2013 
State and Federal Legislative Priorities.  Several members of the CEHD committee who had 
been members of the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) Subcommittee expressed 
their disappointment in the oversight of not including RHNA reform on the 2013 priorities list.  
SCAG staff responded that RHNA reform is not expected to be a critical item and should not be 
included on the priority list.  There was also concern with the inclusion of a priority to ‘lower vote 
threshold to approve local tax measures.”  This priority is to support legislation that would 
require a 55% voter approval threshold for the creation, extension or increase of local city, 
county, and transportation tax measures, similar to authority given school districts.  The current 
threshold requires 66.6%, or super-majority, approval rate.  The Regional Council voted to 
support the 2013 State and Federal Legislative Priorities with the exception of this tax measure 
issue, which was voted on under a separate motion.  The motion to support the proposed lower 
vote threshold to approve local tax measures failed on a tie vote.   
 
Chair Poynter asked Mr. Greg Nord, Orange County Transportation Authority, to provide the 
TAC with a brief update on the proposed Pacific Electric Right-of-Way (PE ROW)/West Santa 
Ana Branch Corridor Alternatives Analysis (AA) – Study Recommendations that was discussed 
at the January 3, 2013 Transportation Committee meeting.  The PE ROW is owned by Los 
Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Agency (Metro) and OCTA and is approximately 25 miles 
in length.  The main discussion issue discussed at the Transportation Committee meeting was 
to accept the staff recommendations regarding the technology, stations, alignments, and 
phasing options or consider the Steering Committee recommendation regarding the Low Speed 
Maglev alternative.  After significant discussion amongst its members, the Transportation 
Committee recommended that the Regional Council accept the staff recommendation.  This was 
in part due to the fact that OCTA has stated its opposition to the use of Low Speed Maglev 
which is an untested technology in the United States and is extremely costly.  Mr. Nord noted 
that this process is in its early stages and there will be more opportunities for discussion.   
 
Chair Poynter briefly discussed SCAG’s Third Annual Economic Summit that was held in 
Downtown Los Angeles on December 6, 2012 and informed the TAC that there will be a 
meeting of the Orange County Council of Governments Board of Directors on January 24, 2013.  
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This will be the first meeting of the OCCOG Board of Directors since September since the 
meetings in October and December were cancelled and there was not a quorum in November.    
 
REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
 
There was no report from the Chair. 
 
REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
There was no report from the Executive Director  
 
MATTERS FROM OCCOG TAC MEMBERS 

Ms. Kori Nevarez shared that staff from the City of Cypress attended the first outreach meeting 

on the District 1 and 2 Bikeways Collaborative hosted by OCTA.  One of the issues discussed at 

the outreach meeting was to use the existing right-of-way to establish the bike trails network.  

The next meeting will be scheduled in late January or early February 2013. 

Ms. Adrienne Gladson shared that she watched the debate between the Los Angeles Mayoral 

candidates and noted that they spoke on topics similar to what are issues at SCAG.  She also 

mentioned the noticeable differences between issues that interest Los Angeles and Orange 

County. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM OCCOG TAC NON-MEMBERS 

There were no announcements from OCCOG TAC non-members. 

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
There were no specific items identified for the next meeting. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES OR UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 January 14, 2013:  Joint Meeting of the Southern California Association of Governments 
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) Active Transportation, Public Health, 
and Sustainability Subcommittees 

 January 18, 2013:  SCAG SCS High Speed Rail and Transit Subcommittee Meeting 

 January 24, 2013:  Orange County Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting 

 January 28, 2013:  Joint meeting of the SCAG SCS Goods Movement and 
Transportation Finance Subcommittee 

 February 5, 2013:  OCCOG Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

 February 7, 2013:  SCAG Regional Council and Policy Committee Meetings 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting was adjourned by Chair Poynter at 11:15 a.m. until Tuesday, February 5, 2013 at 
9:00 a.m. at the OCTA Headquarters. 
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Submitted by: 
 
 
     
Marika Poynter, City of Irvine 
OCCOG TAC Chair 
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Attendees List for January 8, 2013 Meeting 
Marika Poynter, City of Irvine 
Susan Kim, City of Anaheim 
Aileen Kennedy, Caltrans 
Ian Boles, Center for Demographic Research/California State University Fullerton 
Robert K. Glessner 
Cheryl Kuta, City of Lake Forest 
Roy Ramsland, City of La Habra 
Linda Smith, County of Orange 
Carla Walecka, Transportation Corridor Agencies 
Doug Feremenga, Transportation Corridor Agencies 
John Douglas, JHD Planning 
Bill Jacobs, City of Irvine 
Elaine Lister, City of Mission Viejo 
Larry Longenecker, City of Laguna Niguel 
Erica Roess, City of Aliso Viejo 
Adrienne Gladson, City of Brea 
Anna Pehoushek, City of Orange 
Nate Farnsworth, City of Rancho Santa Margarita 
Christopher Wright, City of San Clemente 
Kori Nevarez, City of Cypress 
Fern Nueno, City of Newport Beach 
Ruby Maldonado, City of Orange  
Julie Molloy, City of Laguna Hills 
Kevin Gilhooley, Southern California Association of Governments 
Deborah Diep, Center for Demographic Research/California State University Fullerton 
Greg Nord, Orange County Transportation Authority 
Minoo Ashabi, City of Costa Mesa 
Scott Reekstin, City of Tustin 
 
 
 

OCCOG TAC Agenda Page 8 of 51



OCCOG Technical Advisory Committee 

February 5, 2013 

 

 

 

Staff Report Page 1 of 1  

 

Item 2:   Center for Demographic Research Project Updates 

Recommended Action: Receive reports. 

 

Reports 

 

1. July– December 2012 Housing Inventory System (HIS) collection 

CDR is collecting housing construction and demolition data for July 1, 2012- December 31, 2012 

in preparation for the 2014 Orange County Projections. Deadline for activity submittal was Friday, 

January 18, 2013. Please send data to dyanez@fullerton.edu. HIS forms are located at 

http://www.fullerton.edu/cdr/2012HISform.xls. Verification of completed data will be sent to 

jurisdictions for approval after CDR completes data geocoding. 

  

2. 2012 Government Employment Survey 

CDR is continuing to work with jurisdictions on the local, on-site government employment 

database. Remaining jurisdictions will be contacted by Scott Martin. 

 

3. 2012 Employers with 100 or more employees on site 

o Electronic file of employers by address with total employees on site available for 

review 

o Jurisdiction must sign confidentiality agreement 

o If interested, please send email request to Scott Martin smartin@fullerton.edu  

 

4. U.S. Census Bureau 2013 Consolidated Boundary and Annexation Survey (CBAS) 

o 28 of 35 jurisdictions have delegated boundary review to CDR 

o CDR is using the 1/1/2013 official County Surveyor jurisdiction boundary file; 

coordinating with OCLAFCO 

o CBAS deadline for CDR to submit requested changes is March 1, 2013 

o CDR Contact: Ian Boles 

 

 

Contact: Ms. Deborah Diep, Director, Center for Demographic Research 

 657/278-4596 

 ddiep@fullerton.edu 

 

For Employment: Mr. Scott Martin, Assistant Director, CDR 

 657/278-4709 

 smartin@fullerton.edu  

  

For HIS:  Ms. Diana Yanez, Demographic Analyst, CDR 

657/278-3417 

dyanez@fullerton.edu  

 

For GIS & CBAS: Mr. Ian Boles, GIS Demographic Analyst, CDR 

657/278-4670 

iboles@fullerton.edu 
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Item 3: 2016 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities 

Strategy Subcommittee Updates 

Recommended Action: Receive report.  Discussion.  Form an ad-hoc subcommittee of 

approximately 5 members to review the proposed Draft Consolidated 

Policy Subcommittee Recommendations.  The ad-hoc subcommittee 

will provide comments on the proposed SCAG SCS Subcommittee 

recommendations to the OCCOG Board of Directors and to the 

SCAG Plans and Programs Technical Advisory Committee.  

 

Report 

 

Mr. David Simpson, OCCOG Executive Director, will provide a brief update on the latest with 

the preliminary development of the Southern California Association of Governments 2016 

Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2016 RTP/SCS).  This will 

include an update on the SCAG Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) Subcommittees.  All of 

the SCS Subcommittees have held four meetings and the majority have scheduled the fifth 

meeting for some time in February 2013.  Attached for review is a copy of the Draft 

Consolidated Policy Subcommittee Recommendations that were included in the packet for the 

joint meeting of the Public Health, Active Transportation, and Sustainability SCS Subcommittee 

meeting of January 14, 2013.  The draft recommendations included in this document has not yet 

received any technical review by the Plans and Programs Technical Advisory Committee.  As a 

reminder, the SCAG SCS Subcommittees are scheduled to each meet six times prior to end of 

February 2013.  At that time, the SCAG SCS Subcommittees will forward policy 

recommendations to the three Policy Committees in March 2013 and the Regional Council in 

April 2013.  The policy recommendations will be introduced and discussed at the General 

Assembly.  

 

It is recommended that the OCCOG TAC form an ad-hoc subcommittee of approximately five 

members to review the Draft Consolidated Policy Subcommittee Recommendations and provide 

comments to the OCCOG Board of Directors at their February 28, 2013 meeting.  The comments 

can also be discussed at a Plans and Programs Technical Advisory Committee meeting once one 

is scheduled.    

 

Attachments: 1.  Draft Consolidated Subcommittee Recommendations 

2. SCAG SCS Subcommittee Status and Update Memo (to be 

distributed at the meeting) 

 

 

Contact: Mr. Nate Farnsworth, Vice Chair, City of Rancho Santa Margarita 

 949/635-1800 

 nfarnsworth@cityofrsm.org 
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Item 4: Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) and 

Orange County Council of Governments (OCCOG) Update 

Recommended Action: Receive report.  Discussion. 

 

Report 

 

Mr. David Simpson, OCCOG Executive Director, and Vice Chair Farnsworth, City of Rancho 

Santa Margarita, will brief the TAC on the key highlights of the following items:  

 Agenda Review for the Southern California Association of Governments Regional 

Council and Policy Committee Meetings of February 7, 2013 

 Orange County Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting of January 24, 

2013 

The agendas for all SCAG meetings are posted at www.scag.ca.gov.  

 

 

Contact: Mr. David Simpson, OCCOG Executive Director 

 714/560-5570 

dsimpson@octa.net 

 

Mr. Nate Farnsworth, Vice Chair, City of Rancho Santa Margarita 

949/635-1800 

 nfarnsworth@cityofrsm.org 
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Item 5: California Environmental Protection Agency CalEnviroScreen 

Tool 

Recommended Action: Receive report.  Discussion.  Recommend draft comments on the 

CalEnviroScreen Tool that can be forwarded to the Orange County 

Council of Governments Board of Directors and distributed to local 

jurisdictions.  

 

Report 

 

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) within California 

Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) has developed a proposed method for evaluating 

the cumulative impacts of pollution in communities, known as the California Environmental 

Health Screening or CalEnviroScreen Tool.  The draft screening tool was released in July 2012 

and uses existing environmental, health and socioeconomic data to create a cumulative impacts 

score for communities across the state.  The tool compares areas of the state against other areas 

and creates a relative ranking.   

 

As a reminder, in early December 2012, the Southern California Association of Governments, in 

cooperation with interested stakeholders, held a workshop intended to offer business, local 

governments, and other stakeholders the opportunity to receive relevant information and provide 

input to Cal/EPA staff on the draft CalEnviroScreen Tool.  The workshop was well attended with 

several members of the Regional Council, staff from various local jurisdictions and agencies and 

other stakeholders.  There were two important themes that ran throughout the dialogue: 1) the 

need for greater stakeholder involvement and 2) concern and need for clarification regarding the 

potential unintended consequences that may arise from use of the tool.  Cal/EPA staff offered 

clarification on the intended use of the tool, which is to help the impacted communities with 

potential funding.  Further, Cal/EPA staff assured that the use of the tool would not subject any 

project for additional review above and beyond the CEQA requirements.   

 

Cal/EPA and OEHHA released a revised draft of the CalEnviroScreen Tool the week of January 

7, 2013 and notified stakeholders late in the week of a workshop/public hearing being held in 

Sacramento on Friday, January 11, 2013.  There was very little representation from Southern 

California present at the workshop and several public speakers noted their frustration with the 

late notification of the workshop.  In addition, several speakers requested that OEHHA release 

the raw data used to formulate the maps included in the tool while the public comment period is 

open.  OEHHA initially indicated they would not release the raw data until after the public 

comment period closed, but reversed their decision and posted the raw data on January 16, 2013.  

The public comment period for the revised draft closes on January 25, 2013, allowing very little 

time to review and prepare comments on the revised draft.  Additionally, it does not appear that 

Cal/EPA will host a second workshop in the SCAG region prior to the close of the public 

comment period.  Copies of the “Summary of Major Proposed CalEnviroScreen Revisions” and 

several of the CalEnviroScreen maps prepared by OEHHA  are included in the agenda packet for 

review.  The entire document can be downloaded at http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/cipa010313.html and 

the raw data can be downloaded at http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/cipa011613.html.  TAC members are 

encouraged to review the revised draft of the CalEnviroScreen Tool prior to the meeting so that 

the TAC can recommend draft comments on the CalEnviroScreen Tool that can be forwarded to 
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OCCOG Technical Advisory Committee 

February 5, 2013 

 

 

 

the Orange County Council of Governments Board of Directors and distributed to local 

jurisdictions.       

 

 

Attachments: 1.  Summary of Major Proposed CalEnviroScreen Revisions 

 2.  Indicator and Summary Maps 

 

Contact: Mr. Nate Farnsworth, Vice Chair, City of Rancho Santa Margarita 

949/635-1800 

 nfarnsworth@cityofrsm.org 
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Summary of Major Proposed CalEnviroScreen Revisions  

(Changes from July 30, 2012 Version) 

Model Changes  Elimination of the Public Health Effects component.  

Public Health Effect indicators were removed as a stand‐alone component.  
Information formerly included in this component was evaluated for its relevance 
as an indication of population sensitivity.  

Two proposed indicators from this group, asthma emergency department visits 
and rate of low birth weight infants were incorporated into the Sensitive 
Population component.  

Heart disease and cancer mortality rates at the ZIP code scale are not currently 
available, but will evaluated for future consideration with respect to its relevance 
as an indicator of population sensitivity. 

Combining components.  

Indicators from the Exposure and Environmental Effects components are now 
evaluated together as Pollution Burden for the purpose of scoring (that is, each of 
those two components is not scored independently before combining).  Similarly, 
the indicators for Population Sensitivity and Socioeconomic Factors are also 
evaluated together as Population Characteristics. 

Calculation of Pollution Burden score.   

To calculate a Pollution Burden score (combined Exposure and Environmental 
Effects), indicators of Environmental Effects are weighted half as much as the 
indicators of Exposure. 

Calculation of Population Characteristics score.   

To calculate a Population Characteristics score (combined Sensitive Populations 
and Socioeconomic Factors), all indicators within this group are weighted equally.  

Range of Scores for Pollution Burden and Population Characteristics.  

Pollution Burden and Population Characteristics are each scored with values up to 
10. A decimal place is retained for each score in the calculation of the 
CalEnviroScreen score to help distinguish ties. 

Range of CalEnviroScreen scores.  

As in the previous model, the Pollution Burden score is multiplied by Population 
Characteristics score to arrive at an overall CalEnviroScreen Score. This score may 
have a value up to 100 (= 10 × 10). 

New Indicators  Addition of a Linguistic Isolation indicator.  

This indicator is the percent of the households in which no one over the age of 
fourteen speaks English "very well." Linguistic isolation was added based on 
recommendations from the academic workgroup and the public. 

OCCOG TAC Agenda Page 22 of 51



PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT (JAN. 3, 2012) 

2 
 

Addition of Diesel Particulate Matter (PM) indicator.  

A diesel PM concentration indicator was created from two data sources.  The 
California Air Resources Board provided risk contours for diesel PM from 
assessments of 25 California ports and railyards.  These contours were converted 
into diesel PM concentrations and were combined with data from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s National Air Toxics Assessment to produce an 
indicator that includes on‐road and non‐road sources of diesel PM. 

Elimination of 
Indicators 

Elimination of Heart Disease Mortality and Cancer Mortality.  

See Model changes above. 

Elimination of Median Household Income. 

Removed as being duplicative with poverty. 

Changes to 
Indicators 

Modification of Pesticide Use indicator.  

The proposed indicator for pesticide use previously included production 
agriculture use (ZIP code scale), non‐production agriculture use (county scale), 
and non‐agricultural uses (county scale).  The indicator has been modified to 
remove the county scale use data. 

Modification of the Solid Waste Facilities and Sites and Hazardous Waste 
Facilities indicator.  

This indicator was updated to reflect changes to the weighting scheme for 
permitted hazardous waste facilities that were proposed by staff from the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control. 

Modification of the method for combining the Prevalence of Children and Elderly 
indicators.  

The prevalence of children and elderly variables were combined into one age 
variable as follows: The number of individuals in the ZIP code population under 
age 10 or over age 65 are summed and divided by the total ZIP code population to 
calculate the percent. Statewide, the 2010 population in each of these age 
categories is roughly equal (13.5% and 11.4%, respectively). 

Harmonization of buffers for Cleanups, Groundwater Threats, Solid Waste and 
Hazardous Waste Facilities indicators 

The buffer distance for inclusion in a given ZIP code was revised to 250 meters for 
sites and facilities in these three indicators to account for sites and facilities 
located near ZIP code borders. 

Modification of the Cleanup Sites indicator. 

The analysis of certain sites on the Federal National Priority List (Superfund) list 
was modified.  Parcel boundaries for many sites are available, rather than only 
point locations. A 250 meter buffer was placed around the polygons and ZIP 
Codes that intersect with these Superfund site polygons are now counted in the 
weighted sum of cleanup sites for that ZIP code. 
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Modification of the Ozone Concentration indicator.  

The ozone concentration indicator was modified from the average daily max 
concentration in the summer season to the sum of the portion of the daily max 8 
hour concentration over the federal 8 hour standard.  

  Modification of the Traffic Density indicator. 

The traffic density metric was updated to include all road‐length adjusted traffic 
density in each ZIP code, including a 150‐meter buffer.  The former metric used a 
2500‐meter buffer around the population‐weighted centroid of each ZIP code.   

Revisions to 
Indicator 
Write‐ups 

Inclusion of a “Rationale” for indicator selection.  

The write‐ups for individual indicators included in the model were modified to 
include a description of the rationale for their inclusion. This section describes 
some of the relevant research and knowledge showing that the measure and data 
used for the metric are meaningful and important. 

Future Activities   Evaluate impacts at the census tract scale 

 Develop a drinking water quality indicator 

 Evaluate other sensitive population and socioeconomic indicators  
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