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• Existing and Proposed 
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• Next Steps / Stay Involved



What is Freeway BRT?
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Express bus service that travels mostly on the freeways, taking 
advantage of carpool lanes, express lanes/toll lanes or even shoulder 
lanes to serve key destinations. 

Stations can be on or near the freeway and connect to key 
destinations using local bus service and shuttles.



Study Overview
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• Prior Studies by OCTA, Caltrans and SCAG

• Study Area Focus
o I-5 from Fullerton Park and Ride to Laguna 

Niguel/Mission Viejo Metrolink Station

o SR-55 from Santa Ana Regional Transit 
Center to Hoag Hospital Newport Beach

• Benefits of Freeway BRT

• Timing of study / ongoing improvements to 
freeway network

• Caltrans grant funded study (2019-2022)
• Objectives

o Develop conceptual alternatives for each corridor
o Identify needed infrastructure for inclusion in future freeway projects



Study Process and Schedule
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Step 1: Purpose and Need (Mar–Jun 2020)
• Prior Studies

• Existing Conditions (demographic data)

• Needs, Goals, and Objectives

Step 2: Alternatives Development (Jul-Oct 2020)
• Coordination with corridor cities

• Public and Stakeholder Outreach

Step 3: Alternatives Evaluation (Nov-Feb)
• Ridership and Cost estimates

Step 4: Draft Final Report (Mar-Apr 2021)
• Near-term and Long-term Recommendations

• Public review and comment



Components of Freeway BRT
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Direct Access Ramps (DARs)
• Existing DARs
• New DARs

Station location and design
• Inline 
• Offline

Parking
• At certain locations

Key destinations/ 
connections
• Existing stops

Main Lanes HOV, Express and/or
Managed Lanes

Direct Access Ramps

Access Road

BRT
Station

Park-and-Ride



Travel Demand
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OCTA Freeway BRT Study – Project Development Team Meeting

IRVINE BUSINESS 
COMPLEX/ SOUTH COAST 

PLAZA
150,000 employees

EL TORO
14,000 employees

IRVINE 
SPECTRUM

45,000 
employees

DISNEYLAND
34,000 

employees
UCI MEDICAL

16,000
employees

DOWNTOWN SANTA ANA
33,000 employees

DT COSTA MESA/
HOAG HOSPITAL

14,000 employees

Strongest demand
from northwest

Strong demand
from LA County

Lower demand
from southeast

Lower demand

Study Area
• Strong demand along 

I-5/SR-55 from Fullerton to Irvine

• Strongest demand matches dual 
HOV/express lane priorities

• Locate stations to maximize
access to:
o Key residential areas
o Key employment areas
o OCTA bus/streetcar 

connections



Concept 1
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1. Fullerton to Irvine – All Day BRT
Stations & Transit Connections:

• Fullerton: (Routes 25, 26, 30, 529, 721)  
• La Palma (Route 38) 
• Disneyland: (Routes 47, 50, DisneyShuttles)
• UCI Medical  (Routes 47, 54, 57/57X, 83)  
• SARTC: (Streetcar, Metrolink/Amtrak, Routes 

59, 83, 206, 463, 560, 862)  
• McFadden Avenue:  (Route 66)  
• Irvine Business Complex/Airport/

South Coast Plaza—
(BRT Circulation and/or Shuttles; Routes 55, 

57/57X, 76, 86, 463)

FULLERTON

SART
C

MCFADDEN

IRVINE BUSINESS
COMPLEX/AIRPORT

SOUTH COAST   
PLAZA

BRT Station

DISNEYLAND

UCI 
MEDICAL

DOWNTOWN
SANTA ANA

LA PALMA



Concept 2
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2. Anaheim to Laguna Niguel – All Day BRT
Stations and Transit Connections:

• Disneyland:
(Routes 47, 50, Disney Shuttles)

• UCI Medical
(Routes 47, 54, 57/57X, 83)  

• SARTC:
(Streetcar, Metrolink/Amtrak, Routes 59, 83, 
206, 463, 560, 862)  

• Jeffrey Road Park and Ride
(Route 167)

• Irvine Spectrum
(Routes 86,90)

• Laguna Hills
(Route 91)

• Laguna Niguel Metrolink
(Metrolink/Amtrak, Routes 85, 87, 91)

Fullerton

SART
C

BRT STATION

DISNEYLAND

UCI 
MEDICAL

DOWNTOWN 
SANTA ANA

IRVINE 
SPECTRUM

LAGUNA HILLS

LAGUNA NIGUEL 
METROLINK STATION

JEFFREY ROAD



2A. Fullerton to Laguna Niguel – All Day BRT
Stations and Transit Connections:

• Fullerton Park and Ride 
(Routes 25, 26, 30, 529, 721)

• Disneyland:
(Routes 47, 50, Disney Shuttles)

• UCI Medical 
(Routes 47, 54, 57/57X, 83)  

• SARTC:
(Streetcar, Metrolink/Amtrak, Routes 59, 83, 
206, 463, 560, 862)  

• Jeffrey Road Park and Ride
(Route 167)

• Irvine Spectrum
(Routes 86,90)

• Laguna Hills
(Route 91)

• Laguna Niguel Metrolink
(Metrolink/Amtrak, Routes 85, 87, 91)

Concept 2A
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State 
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Fullerton PnR

Anaheim Bl

SART
C

BRT STATION
IN-LINE BRT STATION
DAR/FREEWAY DROP 
RAMP

DISNEYLAND

UCI 
MEDICAL

DOWNTOWN 
SANTA ANA
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Jeffrey PNR
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Av



Concept 3
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3. Santa Ana to Newport Beach – All Day BRT
Stations and Transit Connections:              

• SARTC:
(Streetcar, Metrolink/Amtrak, Routes 59, 83, 
206,463 ,560 ,862)

• McFadden Avenue:
(Route 66)

• Bristol Street:
(Routes 57, 71, new shuttles)

• 17th Street
(Route 71)

• Hoag Hospital:
(Routes 47, 55, 71)

Fullerton

SART
C

McFadden

Irvine Business
Complex/Airport

South Coast 
Plaza

BRT Station

Downtown
Santa Ana

Bristol St

17th St

Hoag/
Newport Beach



Concept 4
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4. Fullerton to Irvine – All Day BRT (Early      
Option) Stations and Connections:
• Fullerton: (Routes 25, 26, 30, 529, 721)  
• Disneyland: (Routes 47, 50, 

DisneyShuttles)  
• SARTC: (Streetcar, Metrolink/Amtrak, 

Routes 59, 83, 206, 463, 560, 862)
• Irvine Business Complex/Airport/

South Coast Plaza—
(BRT Circulation and/or Shuttles; Routes 
55, 57/57X, 76, 86, 463)

Fullerton

SART
C

Irvine Business
Complex/Airport

South Coast 
Plaza

BRT Station

DAR/Freeway Drop Ramp

Disneyland

Downtown
Santa Ana

SR 55/I-405



Existing and Proposed Infrastructure

14

STOP LOCATION FREEWAY EXISTING RAMPS POTENTIAL ADDITIONS*

 Fullerton Park and Ride I-5 Magnolia Avenue ramps HOV ramps
 La Palma I-5 La Palma Avenue ramps NB inline station

 Disneyland I-5
SB Disneyland Drive DAR;      
NB Disney Way DAR

Use existing DARs at Gene 
Autry Way for Inline stations

 Santa Ana Regional 
Transportation Center (SARTC)

I-5/SR-55 SB Grand Ave. DAR NB DARs

 Irvine Spectrum I-5
Northfacing Barranca 
Parkway DARs

Southfacing Barranca 
Parkway DARs

 Jeffrey Road PNR I-5 SB to SB ramps NB inline station
 Laguna Hills I-5 LHTC PNR Inline stations
 Laguna Niguel/Mission Viejo 
Metrolink Station

I-5 Crown Valley Pkwy ramps Northfacing DARs

 SR-55/E. Alton Avenue SR-55 MacArthur Blvd ramps NB & SB DARs
 Costa Mesa/Fair Dr. SR-55 Fair Drive ramps Inline stations
 17th Street SR-55 17th Street intersection Shoulder transit lane
 Hoag Hospital SR-55 On-street stop

  DAR = Direct access ramp   NB = Northbound
  HOV = High occupancy vehicle   SB = Southbound

* Potential additions are preliminary concepts for new direct access ramps or inline stations that sti l l  need to 
be thoroughly vetted, and that will  be screened down  to a short l ist of strategic improvements.
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Next Steps
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• Online survey/public input

• Finalize conceptual routes
o Operations 

o Stops

o Existing and needed infrastructure (ramps, stations, parking)

• Evaluate conceptual routes (develop cost and ridership 
estimates)

• Draft Final Report (Mar-April 2021)



Stay Involved
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PLEASE TAKE our survey… 

Share your opinions, today!

 FreewayBusSurvey.com

 Or dial 909-494-2900

Sign-up for study updates at:

 octa.net/FreewayBRT

The website has all you need to stay informed:
• Fact sheets, presentations, reports, meeting notices, etc.



Live Webinar
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Join me and the team for a live webinar on:

Project Manager
Eric Carlson
(714) 560-5381
ecarlson@octa.net

Community Outreach
Marissa Espino
(714) 560-5607
mespino@octa.net

Virtual Public Meeting 
Wednesday, October 14, 2020

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Visit the website octa.net/FreewayBRT to 
register to attend.



Thank you for joining us.
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