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OCTA Sales Tax Composition 

 

Economics driving sales tax 

1. Current Sales Tax Picture 

2. Auto Sales 

3. Restaurants  

4. Construction Boom 

5. Goods & Services = Outmoded 
Tax Structure 

6. Personal Income & Spending 
Power 

7. Internet Sales 
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OCTA’s Sales Tax Composition 

General Retail 
35% 

Food Products 
17% 

Transportation 
20% 

Construction 
8% 

Business to 
Business 

18% 

Miscellaneous 
2% 



Orange Countywide Sales Tax Per Capita                    
(adjusted for anomalies) 
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2004:
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Orange Countywide Jobs Held and Sales Tax Per Capita 
(not adjusted for anomalies) 
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1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Correlation Coefficient (1990 – 2007) = 0.96 
Correlation Coefficient (2008 – 2012) = 0.81 

Sales Tax Per Capita Jobs Held



Before, During, and After 
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Orange Countywide:  How Recessions Affect Local Sales and Use Tax 
Net 1% by Quarter 

$0

$20,000,000

$40,000,000

$60,000,000

$80,000,000

$100,000,000

$120,000,000

$140,000,000

$160,000,000

$180,000,000

-35.00%

-25.00%

-15.00%

-5.00%

5.00%

15.00%

25.00%

35.00%
19

90
Q

1
19

90
Q

3
19

91
Q

1
19

91
Q

3
19

92
Q

1
19

92
Q

3
19

93
Q

1
19

93
Q

3
19

94
Q

1
19

94
Q

3
19

95
Q

1
19

95
Q

3
19

96
Q

1
19

96
Q

3
19

97
Q

1
19

97
Q

3
19

98
Q

1
19

98
Q

3
19

99
Q

1
19

99
Q

3
20

00
Q

1
20

00
Q

3
20

01
Q

1
20

01
Q

3
20

02
Q

1
20

02
Q

3
20

03
Q

1
20

03
Q

3
20

04
Q

1
20

04
Q

3
20

05
Q

1
20

05
Q

3
20

06
Q

1
20

06
Q

3
20

07
Q

1
20

07
Q

3
20

08
Q

1
20

08
Q

3
20

09
Q

1
20

09
Q

3
20

10
Q

1
20

10
Q

3
20

11
Q

1
20

11
Q

3
20

12
Q

1
20

12
Q

3
20

13
Q

1
20

13
Q

3

Q
u

ar
te

rl
y 

Sa
le

s 
Ta

x 

P
er

ce
n

t 
C

h
an

ge
  

Sa
m

e 
Q

u
ar

te
r 

P
ri

o
r 

Ye
ar

 

Percent Change from Same Quarter Prior Year Quarterly Sales Tax Net 1%

R
ec

es
si

o
n

 

R
ec

es
si

o
n

 

R
ec

es
si

o
n

 



Category Overview 
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Transportation 
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Transportation 

• Forecast 16.4M units in 2014 

• 300,000 additional lease returns 
in 2014 

• New truck sales = 52% of all sales 

• Luxury manufacturers introducing 
compact models 

• 59% of Gen Y (80M pop.) expect 
to drive alternative engine 
vehicles in next 5 years 

9 



Food Products 
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Construction 

11 

$0

$1,000,000

$2,000,000

$3,000,000

$4,000,000

$5,000,000

$6,000,000

$7,000,000

$8,000,000

Recession

Construction

Building Materials - Wholesale

Building Materials - Retail


