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West County Connectors 

  
 

April 3, 2012 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for inviting OCTA to update you on the West County Connectors Project’s progress.


Introduce yourself and me.
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   SR-22 / I-405 / I-605 Corridor 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The West County Connectors Project is essentially Phase 2 of recent Garden Grove Freeway Improvement Project.

We are continuing the improvements from where they previously ended on the SR-22 at Valley View Street up the I-405 to the I-605. 

The project ends just south of Katella/Willow on the I-605.

OCTA and Caltrans appreciate the community’s patience and understanding during construction. 
 



Roles and Responsibilities 

OCTA 
 -Project Design (COMPLETE) 
 -Construction Management Consultant 
 -Community Outreach 
 

Caltrans 
 -Design Independent Quality Assurance 
 -Construction Administration 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Self explanatory



4 

  Project Funding 
East Segment 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program   $68 million  
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)     $50 million  
 

West Segment 
Corridor Mobility Improvement Act (CMIA)/Prop 1B  $135 million 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program   $19 million  
Local Funds      $5 million  
 

TOTAL: $277 million 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The I-405/SR-22 segment, or east segment, is Federally funded.

The I-405/I-605 segment, or west segment, is primarily State and Federally funded. $5 million is funding from the City of Seal Beach.

Once we receive contract approval for the west segment the total cost will be reduced by 30 percent. 

Project forecasted to create 5,000 new jobs.
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 West County Connectors 

I-405/SR-22 
Segment I-405/I-605  

Segment 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The West County Connectors Project is essentially Phase 2 of recent Garden Grove Freeway Improvement Project.

We are continuing the improvements from where they previously ended on the SR-22 at Valley View Street up the I-405 to the I-605. 

The project ends just south of Katella/Willow on the I-605.

The WCC Project is split into two segments. 

The I-405/SR-22 segment, or east segment, includes the reconstruction of the portion of Valley View Street over the SR-22, the reconstruction of the southbound I-405 to eastbound SR-22 connector, and a new elevated structure connecting the carpool lanes on the SR-22 to the carpool lanes on the I-405. Construction begin on the east segment in September 2010.


The I-405/I-605 segment, or west segment, includes  the reconstruction of the Seal Beach Blvd. bridge,  reconstruction of the northbound I-405/westbound SR-22/ 7th Street connector and a new elevated structure connecting the carpool lanes on the I-405 with the carpool lanes on the I-605.  Construction began on the west segment in January 2011.

A second carpool lane will be added to the I-405 between Valley View Street and Seal Beach Blvd.

The Seal Beach Blvd. and Valley View Street bridges will be reconstructed one half at a time.

Improvements are within existing right-of-way.
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SR-22 / I-405 HOV Connector 

Direct HOV 
Connector 

SR-22 

I-405 

Valley View 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an aerial photo of the SR-22 to I-405 HOV or carpool connector.

The height of this connector will be approximately 66 ft. 

There are no residential or commercial acquisitions required to construct this connector or any other aspect of the West County Connectors project.

However,  temporary construction easements may be necessary to construct certain elements such as soundwalls.
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I-405 / I-605 HOV Connector 

Direct HOV 
Connector      

I-405 

7th Street Bridge 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This aerial is of the new I-405/I-605 HOV connector. It will be located below the existing south I-405 to north I-605 connector.

The original I-405/I-605 HOV connector alignment presented in the 2001 draft environmental document was proposed over three existing facilities: the I-405 freeway, the connector from the eastbound SR-22 to the northbound I-405, and the connector from the southbound I-405 to northbound I-605. 

Concerns from Rossmoor residents arose regarding traffic noise, visual, air quality, and traffic issues in response to the proposed alignment. In an effort to address these concerns:

The height of the HOV connector was changed by shifting the previous alignment southerly such that the revised alignment runs parallel between the eastbound SR-22 and the southbound I-605 to southbound I-405 connectors at the same elevation.

The peak elevation of the HOV connector was lowered. The connector was 95 feet as presented in the 2001 draft environmental document.  The current proposed  design for the connector is 76 feet. 

This slide also shows the northbound I-405 to westbound SR-22/7th Street bridge. This bridge will be completely reconstructed as a part of this project. Unfortunately, the bridge cannot be constructed one half at a time and it will be closed for approximately 1 year. We are working with the city of Long Beach, neighboring cities and stakeholders including Cal State Long Beach and the Veteran’s Hospital to develop a detour plan.  



8 

 East Segment   
VALLEY VIEW BRIDGE 
• East Side of Bridge - Complete 
• West Side Reconstruction – Underway 
• Bridge Complete - Summer 2012 
SB 405 / EB 22 CONNECTOR 
• Reduced Lanes 
• Connector Complete – Fall 2012 
 

 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes



Pile Driving is under way at the Valley View interchange , however, the work is intermittent. 

The east side deck pour is scheduled for late September 2011

The west side will be demolished in October / November 2011.

Work on the east half of the bridge will be completed by the end of the year and then work will begin on the west half of the bridge.

The entire structure will be complete in mid 2012.
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West Segment 
7th ST CONNECTOR 
• Deck Pour – Complete 
• False Work Removal - Ongoing 
• Connector Reopened - April 2012 

 

 
 

•  CONNECTOR 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

The Old Ranch Parkway on-ramp to the westbound SR-22, which leads directly to the 7th Street connector, closed in early March in advance of the 7th Street connector closure to facilitate demolition of an adjacent sound wall.  On-ramp will reopen when the connector reopens in April 2012.

The project contractor, Atkinson Construction, is committed to reconstructing the bridge as quickly as possible and reopening it to the 30,000 motorists that use the connector daily. 

Pile Driving is ongoing on the north side of the bridge. The pile driving rig will move to the south side of the bridge, followed by the center median in October 2011.

False work installation will begin in October, however, motorists will not see beams over the I-405 until November. It will require a full I-405 freeway closure in order to install the beams over the I-405.



10 

Seal Beach Bridge 
  

• Construction Start – Mid to Late 2012 
• Bridge two lanes with “Emergency Services” median 

(10 months) 
• Ongoing coordination with LAUSD  
• Final configuration – 4 lanes northbound, 3 lanes 

southbound 
 

 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Future Long-Term Closures 
Mid 2012 
 SB I-605/SB I-405 (2 weeks) 
 

Mid to Late 2012 
 EB SR-22/SB I-405 (2 weeks) 
 EB SR-22/NB I-405 (10 months) 

 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NB I-405/ WB SR-22/ 7th Street connector is the longest closure and the ADT is 30,000. The structure has incentives and disincentives.

The EB SR-22/ NB I-405 connector DOES NOT have incentives/disincentives and the ADT is 3,000.

The SB 605/ SB 405 connector ADT is 50,000 (checked TMP). This connector has incentives and disincentives.

The EB 22 / SB 405 connector ADT is 30,000. This connector has incentives and disincentives.

SB 605 / SB 405 Closure:
What is the reason we are closing the SB 605 / SB 405 connector? 
Answer:  The SB 605 / SB 405 connector will be realigned to accommodate the HOV Connector and freeway widening.  A  full closure of the connector is recommended to expedite this construction.
 
Can we re-evaluate the need to close the connector and if not, why?
Answer: The closure was re-evaluated by Caltrans and the project designer during the design phase and it was determined that the 12-day closure will minimize the overall disruption to the traveling public.  Reconstructing the connector in stages will require approximately six 55-hour weekend closures.
 
What are we doing to the connector while it is under construction?
Answer: The connector will be realigned horizontally and vertically to accommodate the HOV Connector and freeway widening.
 
How will the city benefit from the reconstruction of this connector?
Answer: The reconstruction of the SB 605 / SB 405 connector is vital to the overall WCC project. The WCC project will eliminate weaving and merging between the SR-22 / I-405 and I-605 freeways enhancing traffic flow throughout the region.  
 
Will the reconstruction of the connector add capacity?
Answer: No, the connector will maintain two lanes.
 
Will the connector be 2 lanes when completed?
Answer: Yes. The existing 2 lanes will remain.





DETOURS AND ALTERNATE ROUTES 
Southbound I-605 / Southbound I-405 Connector Closure (12 days) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For the closure, traffic is redirected to I-405 along several routes including southbound Los Alamitos Boulevard/Seal Beach Boulevard, southbound
Woodruff Avenue and southbound Studebaker Road as shown on this map.

Detour 1 (purple star): From the southbound I-605, exit Spring Street. Continue on Spring Street to Woodruff Avenue and proceed to southbound I-405 on-ramp.

Detour 2 (green square): From the southbound I-605, exit Spring Street. Continue on Spring Street to Studebaker Road and proceed to the eastbound SR-22 on-ramp. Take the eastbound SR-22 connector to the southbound I-405.

Detour 3 (orange circle): From the southbound I-605, exit Katella Avenue and proceed east. Turn right on Los Alamitos Blvd/ Seal Beach Blvd. and proceed south to the southbound I-405 on-ramp.

Detour 4 (pink triangle): From the southbound I-605, take the westbound SR-22 connector towards Long Beach. Exit  Studebaker Rd and proceed south to the eastbound SR-22 on-ramp. Proceed eastbound on the SR-22 until the freeway transitions to the southbound I-405.



Commuters and Residents 
• 136,721  Flyers / Door Hangers 
• 204  Detour and Closure E-Alerts 
• 147  Community Meetings 
• 6  Stakeholder Working Group Meetings 
• 583  Phone Calls 
• 1,504  Emails 
• 21 Automated Calls 
• Changeable Message / Detour Signs 
• Construction Helpline 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
136,721  Construction Flyers / Door Hangers
•       204  Detour and Closure E-Alerts
•       147  Community Meetings 
•       6  Stakeholder Working Group Meetings
•       21 Automated Calls
•       583 Project Manager Calls (**Feb. calls not included)
•       1,504 Project Manager Emails


A major challenge for the WCC project is we impact multiple unique stakeholders simultaneously.  It is imperative we customize our communications to meet the needs of each. 
Our Unique Stakeholders Include:
Residents/ Elected Officials 
Veterans / Active Military
Large Senior Population
Business Community 
Commuters
College Students
Emergency Services
We have distributed more than 100,000 flyers since construction began to alert residents and businesses about construction impacts in their area.  Some homes are only a few feet away from significant activity. We recognize construction is never a good neighbor. We follow the Golden Rule and treat all stakeholders as we would like to be treated.  Residents are extremely tolerant of impacts and inconveniences if they are treated with empathy and courtesy. 
We distribute a minimum of 2 emails blasts a week.  We are consistent with our communication and the public has come to expect our level of service.  Our Construction Highlights email, send on Mondays, is a snapshot of major activities planned for the week. Fridays are Closure and Detour alerts (shown on the slide) are sent. 
The team has presented to more than 140 organizations.  100 of which were prior to our version of Carmageddon, the 7th Street Connector closure. 
The Emergency Services Task Force we convened during final design has expanded into a group of more than 50 school district, city, and homeowners association representatives to create the Stakeholder Working Group. We also share information with commuters via print and online media sources as well as detour signage and changeable message signage.




Business Community 

• 850  Door-to-Door Visits 
• 7,500  Coupon Books 
• 13  Lobby Displays 
• 3 Brown Bag Briefings 
• E-Blasts to Employees 
• Break Room Posters  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this economy, we are mindful of the fact businesses are especially concerned about construction adversely impacting their bottom line.

I am very proud to report we have visited every business along every detour route in the project corridor and provided materials and my business card. We want each and every one to know exactly who to call if a concern arises.

We partnered with more than 90 businesses to create an online and printed coupon book for 2011.  We are in the process of creating our 2012 edition, however, it will only be available online due to printing costs.

We offer brown bag  briefings to major employment centers.  The Bixby Office building where our field office is located was especially appreciative our presentation to their tenants. 
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For More Information 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our website is updated daily with construction information including closure alerts.
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